Egypt - 1279 BCE
A clash of Ancient Egyptian magic and ruthless power
in the Silent Eye’s 2015 Spring Workshop
The River of the Sun
24-26 April, 2015
A magical journey to explore the ancient
meaning of life and self in a time of hazard

from the team that brought you The Song of the Troubadour and
The Land of the Exiles
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A magical temple of a very different nature . . .
a mixture of ritual drama and workshop discussions
magical work, camaraderie and quite a bit of fun . . .

Inset: the lovely Nightingale Centre, next
door to the Queen Anne pub!
Great Hucklow, Derbyshire.
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The Story . . . 1279 BCE

In a land once considered to be the ‘whole world’, - ancient Egypt, a new King
is coming to power - Rameses II, know to history as Rameses the Great.
Egypt, known then as ‘Kemet’- the black land, has seen over two hundred
years of turmoil, from without and within. First, conquered and ruled by
the Hyksos Kings, then faced with the religious revolution of the ‘heretic’
Akhenaten, the self-styled Son of the Sun. This intense period has seen the
‘mind of Egypt’ change radically.
Against this background, the young Rameses sets out to be a ruthless hunter
of anything that may indicate a renewal of old interests which lie outside of
the mainstream religion of the day, now based on the triadic god, AmunRa. Amun-Ra comprises the composite godforms of Ra, the Sun; Khonsu,
the fertile god of moon and time; and Mut, strange vulture goddess of
motherhood - though herself born of none . . .
On the newly established Island of Philae, a brother and sister gain the dying
Seti’s permission to establish a new temple - one dedicated to the renewal of
the worship of Isis, in an age which is losing sight of the power of the Divine
Feminine. The rapid success of the new Temple of Isis comes to the attention
of the incoming ruler and he resolves to land a night raid on Philae, during
the next ritual festival, using the might of his elite guard, known as the Talatat,
led by the cold and deadly Obion.
But there is another character swept into this confrontation - the enigmatic
and elderly Menascare, known as the Eye of the Cobra, whose magic derives
from an older time. Groomed by Rameses’ father, Seti I, (Beloved of Seth,
the enemy of Horus), the enigmatic figure is sinking from royal favour as the
new King sets his mind on a rule based on military supremacy, putting aside
the spirit of many of the ancient ways in the interests of stability and the total
eradication of the last of the waves from the heretic king, Akhenaten.
On the night of Rameses’ raid, a young novice priest, raised alone by his
grandmother, and now adopted by the high priestess, Neferaset, is being
initiated by the Vessels of the Temple, when an arriving ship’s bell is heard in
the darkness and the clash of the three powerful forces begins . . .
Images - Wikipedia,
creative commons
license.
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Ritual Drama . . . fantasy or raised consciousness?

In a Silent Eye workshop, everyone plays an important
part.
We construct these experiential weekends in a way that
allows everyone - experienced magical practitioner to
first-timer - to get the most from their experience. We
have no hierarchy and no snobbery. Everyone is equal in
a Silent Eye temple.
Based on the nine-pointed figure of the enneagram,
the circular temple sits within a traditional ‘magical’
square of East-South-West-North. The merging of
the two allows you to experience the combination of
external circumstance (your world, seen through the
drama), and your own inner experience, seen as an
evolving part of the story as it progresses to its powerful
point of spiritual tension on the Saturday night, with its
resolution on the Sunday morning.
You will play a single character for the whole weekend.
We encourage people to develop their own costumes so
that they can ‘live’ their part, but it is perfectly okay to
take part in some form of very simple robe.
We guarantee that, by the end of Friday night, you will
be vividly involved in what is happening; and by Sunday
lunchtime, you will be very sad to leave . . .
No prior experience is necessary and we provide
friendly basic temple training for anyone who is new to
a temple setting.
Come and join us in the most dramatic workshop we
have ever attempted - The River of the Sun.
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Exploratory and Interactive Lectures and Discussions

The lecture component of the weekend consists
of a series of talks and mutual explorations
which counterpoint the experiences of the ritual
dramas. These will include:
Inside the Mind of Egypt
The background to the 19th Dynasty, its origins
and its effect on the way Egyptian people
thought, worshipped and behaved. The legacy of
The Hyksos invaders and the political cataclysm
that was Akhenaten’s reign - materially damaging
but something that broke apart millennia of stale
thought; or did it?
But this, like the rest of the talks, is not about
history - they are about finding our spiritual
ancestors and their view of life, the world and the
soul in ancient Egyptian symbolism and rites.
The Eye of Sex
The legends of Horus and Seth are as old
as Egypt, itself. But what were the human
archetypes of experience that led to the creation
of these myths? And why was Seth never
destroyed, even when he was judged by more
powerful entities? The answers lie in the deep
Egyptian concepts of the battle between the
forces of sexuality and intelligence.

One, Two, Three, Time
Threaded throughout Egyptian religious thought,
and within its sacred rites, are three different
concepts of time - all intertwined. We will explore
this with respect to our own views of how we
confront or cooperate with our daily experience in
a life that is often hostile.
Circles in the Sky
The sole sun god Ra travels on his boat through
the sky of Nut and then downward into the
horizon, where he endures a swallowed death to
emerge into the Underworld.
This journey houses the most profound symbolism
used throughout Egyptian history. We will
examine this daily cycle in the light of our modern
objective views of the day and night. Then, we will
stand it on its head and ask, subjectively, “What
do we really know about the magic of the cycle of
the sun as it affects thought, life and love on the
Earth?”
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You will play an important role in the workshop, selected from one
of the following groups:

The Vessels of the Temple,
Holders of the archetypal powers of
Sekhmet, Hathor, Khonsu, Tefnut,
Ptah, Mut, Thoth and Ma’at. Led by
the high Priestess, the host of Mut

The Talatat - Fearsome warriors of
mind and body sworn to the service
of Rameses. Their specialities
include Inquisition, Poisons, Deceit,
Impersonation, Spying, Fear,
Scheming and Vengeance . . .

A mysterious dweller between the
worlds of Being and Becoming . . .

Officers of the Temple in the
form of The Guardian and The
Handmaidens of the Goddess.

Music and technical support of the
dramas
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The Programme of Events (provisional)

Silent Eye Workshop, April 24-26, 2015

The

River of the

Sun

Activity

Time

Dress

Location/Room

Friday 24 April
Arrival and Registration

16.00 - 18.00

casual

Lounge

Welcome and Orientation

18.00 - 18.30

casual

Hibbert

Buffet Meal

18.30 - 19.15

casual

Dining

Preparation for Ritual Drama 1

19.15 - 19.45

Shells

Ritual Drama 1 - Ozymadias

19.45 - 21.00

White Robes or Shells

Charles Peach

Opening Meditation

06.50 - 08.00

Personal choice

Hibbert

Breakfast

08.00 - 09.00

casual

Dining

Knowledge Lecture 1

10.30 - 11.30

Shell Wraps

Hibbert

Preparation for Ritual Drama 2

11.30 - 11.45

Shell Wraps

various

Ritual Drama 2 - Every move you make

11.50 - 12,45

Character or Shells

Charles Peach

Lunch

13.00 - 14.00

casual

Dining

Knowledge Lecture 2

14.15 - 15.00

Shells

Hibbert

Break

15.00 - 15.30

casual

Preparation for Ritual Drama 3

15.30 - 15.45

Shells

Ritual Drama 3 - Lord of Hazard

16.00 - 17.00

Character or Shells

Break

17.00 - 17.15

casual

Knowledge Lecture 3

17.15 - 18.00

Shell Wraps

Hibbert

Dinner

18.00 - 19.00

casual

Dining

Ritual Drama 4 - The Return of Rameses

19.15 - 20.30

Character or Shells

Charles Peach

Saturday 25 April

Charles Peach

Preparation for Ritual Drama 4

Social Time

20.45 -

Library/Pub

Sunday 246 April
Morning Meditation

08.15 - 09.00

Shell Wraps

Charles Peach/Hills

Knowledge Lecture 4

09.00 - 10.00

Shell Wraps

Hibbert

Break and clear rooms

10.00 - 10.15

casual

Preparation for Ritual Drama 5

10.15 - 10.30

Shells

Hibbert

Ritual Drama 5 - The Wings of the Hawk

11.00 - 12.30

Character or Shells

Charles Peach

Lunch

12.30 - 13.30

casual

Tea, Questions and Suggestions

13.30 - 14.30

casual

Departure of the Companions

14.30 - 15.00
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Hibbert

Booking form - please print out and send with payment to the
address in the second column.
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